
 

 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not 
perish but might have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him.” 

John 3:16-17 



 

 In 2003, a 33-minute live action 
short film was released and instantly 
became an Academy Award Nominee. 
The movie’s title is “MOST” (which is the 
Czech word for "Bridge”) and is set and 
filmed in Eastern Europe. It was co-
written and produced by William Zabka – 
the guy who plays “Johnny” in the Karate 
Kid movies from the 1980’s, as well as 
the Cobra Kai series on Netflix.  MOST 
(“bridge”) is a fitting title for this parable about a loving father, his young son, and the fateful 
day when they attempt to head off an impending railroad disaster.  

 The story is of a single Czech father who takes his 
eight-year-old son to work with him at the railroad 
drawbridge where he is the bridge tender. A day before, the 
boy meets a woman boarding a train who has a drug 
problem. Back at the bridge, the father goes into the engine 
room, and tells his son to stay at the edge of the nearby lake. 
A ship comes, and the bridge is lifted. Though it is supposed 
to arrive an hour later, the train happens to arrive early. The 
son sees this, and tries to warn his father, who is not paying 
attention and thus unaware of the oncoming train. 

 Just as the oncoming train approaches, the son 
falls into the drawbridge gearworks while attempting to 
lower the bridge, leaving the father with a horrific 
choice to either kill his son or allow the train to crash. 
The father chooses to lower the bridge, the gears 
crushing the boy. The people in the train are completely 
oblivious to the fact that a boy died trying to save them, 
other than the woman the boy had met the day before, 
who happened to look out her train window. 

Jesus is often referred to as the bridge between God and us. Our sins have created a 
chasm that keeps us from God. The Bible shows us that the only way to bridge that eternal gap 
is through Christ’s sacrificial atonement on our behalf. God made a choice between mankind 
and His only begotten Son. 

 



 

STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

 What was your first thought when you saw 
the train coming toward the open bridge? 

 

One thing nearly all of the people on the train 
have in common is that they are oblivious to what 
is going on around them. The troubled girl in the 
red knit hat is more concerned about feeding her 
addiction than anything else. There are college 
students only thinking about having a good time 
smoking and laughing. One young man is only 
focused on his broken heart. 
 

Read Colossians 3:12-17 
 

 Why is it so difficult for us to turn our attention away from ourselves and onto the 
needs of others? 

 

 “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.” (Colossians 3:12). Does this come naturally for you? 
If so, give a couple of examples of ways this verse shines through in your life. If not, do 
you work diligently to do so? 

 

 What do you think our world would look like if Christians made a commitment to truly 
live as Colossians 3:12 calls us to live? 

 

The verse John 3:16 (on page one) is at the heart of the 
film MOST. Yet when we see the boy reach for the lever 
that would bring the bridge down, we also see vividly 
that 1 John 3:16 is equally important in the telling of 
this moving parable. 

 

Read 1 John 3:16-18 
 

 What does the Bible say the definition of love is 
in these verses? 
 
While most of us will not literally be called to lay our 
lives down for another, we are still called to live 
sacrificial lives that serve others. 

 

 What is an example in your life that you feel illustrates you living sacrificially? 



In the film MOST, after the boy’s death the father is absolutely heartbroken. 
 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

 Does God promise those that follow him an easy path? 
 

After Peter writes that those who follow Jesus will face trials, he writes that those who 
believe in him “… rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.” (verse 8). 
 

 Why do we often lose our joy when things go bad? 
 

 What can you learn from these verses to help you better live joyfully? 
 

 What is the most challenging trial you have faced? 
 

 How did you make it through? 
 

Read Philippians 2:3-4 
 

 Do you believe that you regard others as more important than yourself? If so, give 
some examples. 
 
 

 



 

 In the movie MOST, the father had to make 
the most difficult of decisions — does he save his 
son, or forsake him to save the people on the train? 
In one heartbreakingly agonizing moment, the 
father’s choice is sealed. One young woman in a red 
knit hat who is battling addiction witness the act of 
mercy, and her life is changed forever. Without the 
father’s sacrifice of his son by choosing to pull the 
lever, the troubled girl on the train would have had 
her life end as it was lived — without purpose. Instead, we later see her in the city at the 
movie’s end, joyfully celebrating the life she has brought into the world, and her own life that 
now has meaning. It’s a discovery that allows the boy’s father to continue pressing forward 
with the hope that can only come from Jesus, who is… 

the ultimate bridge. 

 
VIDEO SOURCES: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJOeiT1IkhY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWMA76cGAow 


